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obsolesence, movement, and change. The issue is suddenness and
unexpectedness. Of course, where migration is politically impossible,
or capital immobile, the movements and adaptations may not be
forthcoming*

A powerful argument is that we are good at recognizing precisely
those impacts that we are good at accommodating. The reason we recog-
nize them may be that we already know enough about them to anticipate
and to adapt.  It is consequences we have not thought of that may find
us no better at adapting than we were at anticipating. They could be
of greater magnitude than the consequences we can foresee. An example
might have been the potential collapse of the West Antarctic ice sheet?
that one has been thought of, but there could be something comparably
different from ordinary climate that we have not thought of.

It is wise to be concerned about any prospective change in some major
index of climate, like the mean annual global atmospheric temperature,
that goes beyond the boundary of values believed to have been experi-
enced throughout the history of civilization. Certainly the temperate
parts of Europe and North America would find bleak the prospect of a
global cooling by two or three degrees, if the experience of the
reported "Little Ice Age" of a few centuries ago is any guide. Still,
it is not a cooling we are faced with but a warming, and there may be
an asymmetry in our favor. Or we just look at things from the point of
view of temperate climates that have more to lose from a cooling than
from a warming. Or perhaps we just have not done the thought experi-
ment of superimposing the colder winters on today's world and, by a
series of approximations, thought of how we might adapt to such winters*

A fair conclusion from the preceding chapters is that there could
be, within the next 100 or 200 years, a systematic global change in
climate exceeding anything that has occurred in the last 10,000 years.
To be specific, the mean annual global atmospheric temperature would be
higher, and the temperature differential between poles and equator would
be smaller. And in specific locations the major components of climate,
like temperature and rainfall, may move outside the limits experienced
during the past 10,000 years.

9.1.6 Variation in Human Environments

This prospect is sometimes described as a greater change in climate than
people have undergone during recorded history. That is a dramatic way
to describe the relative perturbation of some crucial global climate
variables. But if we have in mind people and their climates, rather
than climates in fixed localities, and especially if we think of mankind
rather than individuals, that understates the climate changes to which
people have been subjected individually and through which mankind has
passed statistically.

The members of this committee undergo greater changes in climate
whenever they meet than most populations will undergo if they remain
stationary while climate changes during the next hundred years. People
who moved north in the United States during the 1930s in search of jobs
or west in the 1940s, who migrated southwest in the postwar period in